
INTERIOR BUILDING

COLOSSAL IN SIZE

New Home of Department Will

Be Ready for Occupancy
May 1.

CONTRACTOR IS PRAISED

Work Progressed on Schedule
Despite Difficulties Met At

Every Stage.

On llsyl the S.000 Government clerks
and officials under the direction of
the Department of the Jntcrior will
move from the many scattered build
Ings throughout Washington, to tne
department's new home the largest
Government building, with the pos-

sible exception of the Capitol.
This structure, which occupies two

entire city squares andv.hich costs
Uncle Bam $3,000,000 without mechan-
ical or office equipment, is surpassed
In floor space by only one other
building in the United States the
Woolworth Building In New Ycyk
city. But In contrast to the towering
"Woolworth building, the new depart-
ment building Is only seven stories
high.

The practical completion of the
building means several things. It
marks another step in the Govern-
ment policy of assembling all branches
of Individual departments under one
great roof. It shifts the center of
Governmental activities In Washing-
ton. It is so large- - that the Geologi-
cal Survey has been called upon to
take Its measurements In the same
way that It would take the measure-
ments of a mountain In the Ilockles.
The survey will weigh the building
to a. pound. The number of ton of
terra, cotta In It will be determined,
as will be number of miles of water
pipes and electric wires, the elze
of the panes of glass which all of
Its. windows would make, and the
length of time It would take a char
woman to wash all of the windows.

Four Mile ef Slain Corridors.
This is the first time that any such

computations of any large building
have been made. It is estimated that
if a. newsboy should attempt to start
at the op of the building and leave
a newspaper at each of the one thou-
sand rooms the news would be stale
by the time he reached the main
floor. If he were a fast wtlker he
might complete the stunt In three
and one-ha- lf hours. There are near-
ly .four miles of main corridors alone.

Although the structure is only
even stories In height, its floor space

annroxlmates 765.000 sauare feet, an
area larger than most truck farrs
near Boston. The terrazzoiused In the

- entrances and corridors would pave
a fouriacre plot of lend. If -- placed
end on end the slate slabs used to
trim the bases of the interior walls
would extend twenty-seve- n miles.
Nine million bricks are concealed be-

hind the exterior walls of limestone.
Incidentally, there are 220,000 cubic
feet of limestone.

Outline Square.
The building Is nearly square, each

side being approximately four4 hun-
dred feet long. Supporting the build-
ing are 7,500 tons of structural steel.
a small amount considering the size
of the building, but small because the
bulldlryr Is lbw and does not require
the heavy steel girders which are
absolutely necessary In towering sky-
scrapers.

The huge structure will be deliver
ed to the United States on or ahead of
the time specified In the contract.
Although it has been the traditional
procedure for the Goernment con
tractor to secure an extension en
abllng him to complete a building a
year or so after the tlmr of delivery
first Indicated, and although the
contractor In this case has been ham
pered by changes in the plans and
other difficulties, he believes now that
the building will be ready for occu-
pancy by the middle of April. Be it
important or otherwise, this Is the
first experience that the Government
has had with Washington's negro
labor. In all probability it will not
be the last.

Hampered In Jllaay Ways,
This pile of limestone, brick, steel,

slate, marble, and glass has been
erected on time In the face of dlf
ficultic other than those referred to
previous!) I'or Instance, there has
been the unprecedented freight con
gestlon. resulting In actual embar
Kocu for week's. If not months, at a
time. For two years there has been
such a shortage of materials that
many have been unable to fulfill their
contracts. Some of the steel for the
building was more than nine months
behind time In reaching Washington.
Added to this Washington has shared
in the labor shortage general through
out the East. Twice the Government
has held up the work while It con
templated or .ordered changes In con
structlon. But for all of thfs the
building Is 2.7 per cent In advance of
the expected state of completion.

Abend of Sebedule.
"Well, the building Is nearly com

pleled," remarked the general super-
intendent of construction the other
day. "On time, too. I have Just fig-

ured out that If we had not been held
up by official orders we would have
finished the Job nearly four months
ahead nf schedule How did we do it?
By Just plugging along every day.
We had an average of MX) to 700 men
at work all the time and occasionally
we employed as many as 000 men.
A building of this kind Is harder to
build than a .skyscraper, where each
floor Is small and everything is near
the hoists. This' bullying, as you see.
spreads out. That meant that we
couldn't get many trades at work at
the same time. In a skyscraper itomi
of the lowest floors are practically
completed before the steel Is up for
the top stories. That lets In all of
the trades at once. We couldn't do
that here."

The work of excavation started Au
gust 12, 1615, and 160.000 cubic yards
were removed In the first sixty days.
Tills work went on twenty-fou- r hour
a day. the contractors receiving the
aid of a dummy railway built to con-
nect with the railway drawfhg ma
terlal to and from the Lincoln Me.
mortal! Six dirt trains were operated
on the railway. Steam shovels filled
the car.

Scarcely were the foundations com

pleted when the work was stopped
by a Government order. A change
was contemplated which would add
another story to the seven stories
provided for in the original plan.
This change would have neccsltated
heavier steel in the upper construc-
tion. For two months the Govern-
ment departments debated the ques-
tion, Anally deciding to go ahead with
the original plans. These two months
were practically lost. The contractor
might have asked for that much ex-

tension of contract time. He did not,
feeling confident that he could make
up the delay.

The contractor was only fairly un-
der way again when he received a
second official stop order. This time
the Government was debating whether
to proceed with the original plan of
making the exterior walls of brick.
After holding up the work for another
two months, the officials decided to
use limestone Instead of brick, but
informed the contractor that he
would be allowed four months addi-
tional in completing the building.

A Jitrt Hardship.
The change presented many diffi

culties. It was a question whether
the stone could be delivered on so
short notice. It was necessary to
make drawings for each stone used
In .the building, an enormous task.
But the contractor took the extension
of time, which ordinarily would have
been nine months instead of four
months, without grumbling and set
to werk to finish on schedule.

The difficulties inspired some un
usual building methods. Interior
walls were bricked un in some cases
before the delayed steel was In place,
space being left by the masons for
the girders. The penthouses on the
roof were built before the roof Itself,
for the roof steel was delayed, too.
Finished floors were laid frequently
with material on hand and then pro
tected with planking so that the
heavy structural materials could be
trundled over the floors without in- -
Jury to them. By such methods vic
tory was won.

Line Are Harmanleus.
Huge as the structure Is. Its archi-

tecture is In harmony with the gen-

eral plan of the Mall, one of the
beauty zones of the Nation's Capital.
It forms with the Washington Monu
ment and the new Lincoln Memorial
a great triangle that dominates the
western and of the park. It is be
lieved tnat one effect of the struc-
ture upon the civic life of Washing
ton will be the shirting of much of
the retail business section of the city.
The new building Is a mile northwest
of the .departmental center of the
city as it was a year or so ago. The
Department of Commerce was 't
first to move west of the White
House. It was followed by the De
partment of Labor, within a block of
the new Interior building another
great structuro is being erected to
house the Interstate Commerce Com
mission. The State, War and Navy
Departments are near by. The new
executive center of Washington will
contain all the Governmental depart-
ments except Justice, Treasury, and
Agriculture.

TIRED OF BUYING GASOLENE

,Why, Say Police, Young Men Burn
ed Auto for Insurance..

PHILADELPHIA. March 21. Frank
S. Walton, and William B. LIvezev.
were arrested last night and taken to
city hall, charged with setting fire to
an automobile to collect 1500 Insur-
ance. According to Private Detec-
tive Bryant, they signed a confession
before a notary public stating that,
becoming tired of paying for gasolene,
they decided to collect on an Insur-
ance policy.

All This
Week ! !

Dainty

A Live-wir- e Soubrette
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JAP OBEYED CZAR,

EXAMPLE TO RUSS

Taught Russian Officers a Les-

son From the Code

of Nippon.

Colbnel Hlsadfl, of the Military Col
lege at Tokyo, stepped out of a saloon
carriage onto the platform of the
great Nlkolayevsky station at Mos-
cow, He had Just arrived by the
Trans-Siberia- n express after a Jour-
ney of nearly a fortnight, but he
looked neat and trim, and he missed
nothing as he peered through Ms
glasses. A small group of Ilussian
officers awaited Tilm on the platform.
They clicked their heels and saluted
stiffly, and Colonel Hlsada politely
rtsponded.

A huge Russian staff officer, wear-
ing several decorations, advanced with
outstretched hanL which the Japan
ese. after glancing In his face, ac-
cepted rather doubtfully.

Embarrassed by Tenderness.
The stalwart Russian officers

crowded around the Japanese and em-
braced them .with enthusiasm, kissing
the little men on the cheeks, much
to their embarrassment. Then the
collection of baggage was proceeded
with, while groups made their way
to the outside of the station, where
there was a grett crowd, as usual.
They got into droshkies two at a
time, a ilussian and a Japanese In
each, for a droshky carries only two
passengers. Colonels Yanoff and Hl-
sada were In the first, and they
started away at a tremendous pace
and drove to the chief hotel of the
city. The Ilussian people looking on
could not understand this sudden
demonstration of friendship between
the Czar's officers and .these little
meiTwho not so long ago had brought
disaster to Russian arms.

"We have arranged a dinner In your
honor at the Praga tonight. The gov-
ernor general will be there, and his
excellency will himself have the honor
to entertain you at his palace tomor-
row," said Colonel Yanoff.

Of Frugal Hablls.
Colonel Hlsada bowed gravely and

was silent. He remembered very well
the Russian penchant for feasting and
drinking, especially the latter, at the
most serious times. Like most of his
fellow countrymen he was of frugal,
simple habits and held In contempt
those who Indulged In excesses.

Arrived at the hotel, they were es-

corted by the manager to a handsome-
ly furnished salon.

"You will need refreshment after
your long Journey," said Colonel Ya-
noff. "Although vodka may not be
sold now, I can get you some here. I
wish I could offer you some of your
own delicious sakl. It Is the best
thing in Japan. But nevej- - mind, good
vodka Is hard to beat." and he was
about to touch the service bell.

"Your emperor has forbidden the
use of vodka, has he not?" Inquired
Colonel Hlsada.

"Yes, that Is so. But there are
ways of overcoming that little diffi-
culty on occasions."

"I should not wish to dlsabey such
an excellent rule. Japan was your
enemy once, but vodka was a greater
enemy still. When we entered Port
Arthur some of the officers were
drunk. You gave me your sword.
Colonel Yanoff, but perhaps you do
not rememoer It. Now Germany Isyour enemy Your emperor has made
a wise order You will do well to
obey It. As for me, I do not drink."

NEW STYLES BASED

ON ART OF INDIANS

American Designers Get Inspira-

tion From Gariof Ancient

Days.

To be really up to date this season
one must be some 2,000 or S.000 years
behind the styles. And lest a young
matron on her afternoon promenade
down the Boardwalk at Atlantic City
or the beach at Newport make the fa-

tal mistake of believing that her new
frock or sport suit Is really new, let
the news be broken here and now
that the design of the fabric and pos-

sibly even the" style of the garment
once graced the form of some Indian
girl in Yucatan or Peru.

ror the first time American design-
ers are turning to one ofJhc oldest
forms of decorative art, and the most
popular designs for this season will
be drawn directly from the handwork
of the ancient Indians of North and
South America. Not only will the de-
signs for dress fabrics be taken from
this source, but even models for gar-
ments, hats, ribbons, handbags, etc.
will bear the distinguishing marks of
that perjod.

Back of the whole movement to
give to modern dress designs a touch
of the simple art ofanclent America
stands trie .American Museum of Nat-
ural History in New York. American
designers of women's dress goods and
garments were invited to make what-
ever use of the collections of the
museum they cared to., and the result
has been surprising. One ribbon com-
pany has spent $.13,000 putting on the
market designs copied directly from
Indian exhibits.

Previous to the opening of the great
war American fabric makers had
three courses that they could pursue
in obtaining designs. One was to
steal outright Paris and European
designs; the second was to buy them
at a tremendous expense, and the
third was to have their own designers
go a half and half policy of adopt-
ing and inventing. There was little
or no distinctive American school, Eu-
rope furnishing all our Ideas of style
and designs

With thes advent of the war Paris
ceased almost over night to be the
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fountain head of style and design. The
men whose clever art had made the
standards of the world were busy on
the front and new designs could
neither bo bought, borrowed, nor
stolen by the American mills.

Btom far Designers.
It was at this moment that the

textile department of the American
Museum of Natural History stepped
Into the breach and pointed out a new
road to the unhappy fabric design-
ers.

"America has a native art of her
own, older and more Intrinsically
beautiful than the oldest peasant art
in Europe," declared M.'D. C. Craw-
ford, research associate in textiles.
"Here In our own land we have, with
the. exception of th'e Egyptians, the
oldest decorative art In the world. It
is an untouched "gold mine to the
American designers who will have
the nerve to back their artistic Judg-
ment. It Is a new art, even though
it he twenty centuries old. Come all,
ye doubters, and be convinced."

It took Mr. Crawford a long time
to Interest the American mills. The
new designs would be radical steps
and It would take courage and more
than a little faith to put forward
such unusual departures as would re
sult from going back to this primitive
American art. But the manufacturers were desperate and finally last
fall sent their designers to Mr. Craw-
ford's department to investigate.

Folklore In Weaves.
Some of the designs copied were

circular discs set In backgrounds of
solid colors. One represented the ln
terlocklng of sand and water In Lake
Texcoco In the valley of Mexico; an-
other the sacred flower of Inca. the
ruling tribe In ancient Peru, taken di-

rectly from a Peruvian poncho In thr
museum: a third was an Aztec snake
design, and still another an in. usual
basket design from 'Pueblo, with tlio
break In the circle so 'that the evil
spirit might escape.

uesigns or stripes were also auopi
ed in considerable numbers. Some nf
these were taken from Aztec gar-
ments', while others were drawn from
pots found at Lake Tltlcaca,. in Peru,
the highest large lake In the world.

MARRIES HER STEPSON.
NEW YORK, March 21. Mrs. Laura

Friend has married .her dead hus
band's son, according to an announce
ment made Monday, when she and
Ernest Friend 'returned to Rockaway
from Newark. Ernest is older than
his former stepmother. Few of their
friends. It Is laid, knew of the ro-
mance.

COLLARS
The exquisite finish given by
the domestic Jaundry which
is found in Arrow Collars is
made possible by the even-net- s

and fineness of the fabric

2 for 30 cents

Cluctt, PiiiODT & Co., lac Tot. N. Y.

A Show of

and Merit !
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The Embodiment of

Beauty
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Warn.

March 21.
are by the dance;

Dr. A.
director at said
at a of her

"When a young man finds himselft
Into the of Just one

girl and finds that he cannot dance
as well with any other he has
found his mate, and he had
better stop and think," said Dr.

"And when the same girl finds
she cannot dance as well with

but the same young man they
should either announce their

or break away.
There are such things as
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And His Own Big Show
In a Brand New Book Entitled, "A WIFE IN EVERY PORT"

IN TWO ACTS AND TEN SCENES

SEE! The Big Race Track
"REAL LIVE

Visions

Refinement
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Scene
GORGEOUS

W. B. &' A. MUST

GIVE OPEN SERVICE

Utilities Commission Takes
Steps Compel Carrying

District Passengers.

'"Steps
Utilities Commission

transportation passengers
Washington. Baltimore

Annapolis railway between
District.

Following consideration
Northeast Washing-

ton Citizens' Association
informed authority passen-
gers carried, company
between District,

Commission ordered at-

tention company directed
oplnlonyby

general counsel,
operation
Commission

District.
Commission's attitude

Jurisdiction
another corporation

Q0l

Washington
Hallway Electric Company

company.
request

association Information
authority company
operates District,
General Counsel

accordance contract
Washington Railway

Electric Company,
contracts "run-

ning rights" recognized
Supreme
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YOUR STEP"

Develop "Rhythmic Affin-

ity," Dancing Masters
BOSTON. "Rhythmic af-

finities'' developed
Dudley Sargent, gymnasium

Harvard University,
meeting dancing teachers

yesterday.

getting rhythm

partner
rhythmic

Sar-
gent.

any-
body

en-
gagement forthwith

rhythmic
affinities."
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